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ORIGIN HEW-06 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 EUR-12 EA-09 ISO-OO OES-06 SIG-02 /046 R 

DRAFTED BY DHEW/FDA: JRWEINROTH, MD.:CCK 
APPROVED BY OES/APT/BMP: WJWALSH, III 
DHEW/PHS/OASH/OIH: RFISCHER 
ARA/EX:CJACOBINI(INFO ) 

EA/EX:JRCUNNINGHAM(INFO) 

EUR/EX:JLTULL(INFO) 

100144Z 094278/13 

P 092127Z MAR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BONN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY ROME PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 052415 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ELTN, ETRN, SWEL, TBIO, AR, CA, DA, FR, GW, 

GE, IT, JA, MX, SW, UK, UR 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE DISCHARGE 
OF WASTES (HUMAN AND OTHER) FROM RAILROAD CONVEYANCES 
1 . THE FDA CURRENTLY HAS REGULATIONS (21 CFR 1250.5 1) THAT 
REQUIRE RETROFIT COMPLIANCE FOR NON-PASSENGER RAILROAD 
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CONVEYANCES BY DECEMBER 31, 1977. FOR NEW RAILROAD CON- 
VEYANCES OR RAILROAD CONVEYANCES PLACED INTO SERVICE AFTER 
1972, THESE REGULATIONS PROHIBIT THE DISCHARGE OF HUMAN 
WASTES, GARBAGE, WASTE WATER OR OTHER POLLUTING MATERIALS 
FROM THEM. FOR RETROFIT OF PASSENGER RAIL CONVEYANCES, 

EXTENSIONS BEYOND DECEMBER 31, 1977 WERE PROVIDED WHERE 
COMPANIES COULD DEMONSTRATE THAT SUBSTANTIAL DISRUPTION 
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OF OPERATIONS MIGHT OCCUR. 

SECTION 105 OF THE RAIL TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT ACT (45 
U.S.C. 546 (1)) EXEMPTS "INTERCITY' 1 RAIL PASSENGER SERVICE 
FROM CURRENT REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE DISCHARGE OF WASTES 
FROM RAILROAD CONVEYANCES. SECTION 301 OF THIS ACT (45 U. 

S.C. 641) COMMITS THE SECRETARY OF HEW TO A STUDY OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH, ENVIRONMENTAL AND FINANCIAL ASPECTS OF THE DIS- 
CHARGE OF WASTES FROM RAILROAD CONVEYANCES. RESULTS OF THE 

STUDY IS TO BE REPORTED TO THE CONGRESS BY APRIL 19, 1978. 

2. THE ACT ALSO REQUIRES HEW TO ASCERTAIN WHAT MEASURES 
ARE BEING TAKEN BY FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS CONCERNING WASTE 
DISCHARGE. FDA WOULD CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION 
FROM FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS AS BEING HELPFUL IN THIS STUDY: 

- A. WHAT REGULATIONS EXIST NOW TO CONTROL THE 

DISCHARGE OF WASTES FROM RAILROAD CONVEYANCES. 

- B. IF REGULATIONS ARE NOT NOW EXTANT, IS CONSID- 

ERATION BEING GIVEN TO REGULATE THE DISCHARGE 
OF WASTE IN THE FUTURE. 

- C. HAS THERE BEEN A PUBLIC HEALTH OR ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROBLEM AS A RESULT OF THE DISCHARGE OF WASTES 
FROM SUCH CONVEYANCES INTO THE ENVIRONMENT. 

3. POSTS ARE REQUESTED TO OBTAIN DETAILED REPLIES TO 
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FOREGOING QUESTIONS WITHIN TIME FRAME OF 60 DAYS OF 
RECEIPT OF REQUEST. 

VANCE 
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